


REPORT / RECOMMENDATION

| Project Schedule
Hopkins City Council accepts Blake Road Corridor Study
Hopkins enters into County cooperative agreement
Select project design consultant
Environmental Process
Property Acquisition
Private Utility Relocation
Complete Construction Plans
Begin Construction

Complete Construction
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May 19, 2015

Summer 2015

Summer 2015

Fall 2015 — Spring 2016
Spring 2016 — Fall 2017
Spring 2017 — Fall 2017
Fall 2017

Spring 2018

Fall 2019

The Blake Road Corridor Study team is asking Council to adopt the attached resolution, supporting the
recommendations of the Final Report. The Executive Summary of the Report is attached here for your

review.

Attachments:

Resolution No. 2015-53
Blake Road Corridor Final Report — Executive Summary
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-53
Authorizing Support for the Blake Road Corridor Study

WHEREAS, the City of Hopkins, City of Edina, City of St. Louis Park, and Hennepin County have partnered to
analyze the current and future needs of Blake Road; and,

WHEREAS, the study area along Blake Road extends from Interlachen Boulevard in Edina to north of State Trunk
Highway 7 into St. Louis Park; and,

WHEREAS, Blake Road is County State Aid Highway No. 20 between Excelsior Boulevard (County State Aid
Highway No. 3) and State Trunk Highway 7; and,

WHEREAS, recommendations for the improvement of Blake Road have been made and are contained in the
Blake Road Corridor Study Final Report; and,

WHEREAS, the recommendations of the Blake Road Corridor Study will be used as the basis of design for future
improvement and reconstruction of Blake Road; and,

WHEREAS, the recommendations of the Blake Road Corridor Study improve multimodal access to and from the
future Southwest Light Rail Transit line for residents of the City of Edina.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Edina endorses the recommendations of the Blake Road Corridor
Study.

Dated: May 19, 2015

Attest:

Debra A. Mangen, City Clerk James B. Hovland, Mayor

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN ~ )SS
CITY OF EDINA )

CERTIFICATE OF CITY CLERK
l, the undersigned duly appointed and acting City Clerk for the City of Edina do hereby certify that the attached and
foregoing Resolution was duly adopted by the Edina City Council at its Regular Meeting of May 19, 2015, and as
recorded in the Minutes of said Regular Meeting.

WITNESS my hand and seal of said City this day of ,20 .,

City Clerk

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
7450 Metro Boulevard « Edina, Minnesota 55439
www.EdinaMN.gov « 952-826-0371 « Fax 952-826-0392

























Blake Road Corridor Study Final Report

trail on both sides of Blake Road. The 10 foot multi-use path on both sides of Blake Road will be
a combined facility for bikes and pedestrians.

Landscape and hardscape treatments were considered in this section during the evaluation
phase to make sure that adequate space was provided to accommodate the urban design
treatments that will create a friendly environment for pedestrians and bicyclists. Design and
treatments along the boulevard and the multi-use trail will be developed further during the final
design phase of this project. Itis also recommended that the City of Hopkins consider zoning
requirements for a green buffer strip between the multi-use trail and the adjacent properties to
enhance the bicycle and pedestrian corridor and separate it from adjacent parking lots and
buildings. Itis also recommended that the overhead power lines in the corridor be put
underground to further enhance the pedestrian and bicycle corridor.

Detailed consideration was given to pedestrian crossings and intersections in the corridor.
Intersection and crossing recommendations are summarized below:

¢ Excelsior Boulevard intersection: Recommendation to provide two southbound left
turn lanes to provide adequate storage between the median opening at the West Side
Village access and Excelsior Boulevard. Combined through and right-turn lanes on
southbound Blake Road and northbound Blake Road are recommended in order to
minimize crossing distance on Blake Road at the intersection.

¢ Median Opening at West Side Village Access: Full access recommended at this
location to support existing development and future redevelopment.

¢ Pedestrian Crossing between Excelsior Boulevard and Railroad Tracks: A
marked pedestrian crossing with Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) is
recommended north of the West Side Village Access where there is a full width median.

¢ Cedar Lake Trail Crossing: Three Rivers Park District is proposing a grade
separation at the Cedar Lake Trail crossing of Blake Road. It is recommended that no
marked at grade crossing be provided where the Cedar Lake trail intersects with the
Blake Road multi-use trail.

o 2nd Street Intersection: A signalized intersection is recommended. The 27d Street
signal will be interconnected with the railroad signal to avoid trapping vehicles on the
LRT/railroad tracks.

¢ Lake Street Intersection: Side-street stop control is recommended. A marked
pedestrian crossing with RRFB is recommended on the north side of the intersection.

¢ Minnehaha Creek Bridge: It is recommended that the Minnehaha Creek Bridge be
retained.

e Oxford Street: It is recommended that the median extend through the intersection of
Oxford Street and Blake Road. Oxford Street would have right in and right out access on
Blake Road. Businesses on the west side of Blake Road would also have right in and
right out access.

¢ Cambridge Street: No change in the lane configuration or traffic control is proposed
at this intersection. The intersection of Cambridge Street and Blake Road will be
signalized.
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